Grand-Dale Presbyterian Church 
11347 St. Marys Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 


Of the Board of Church Uxtension 
In the Presbytery of Detroit 


Rev. Stephen Chapman Crowell 
14875 Lauder Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 


Dear Dr. Somerndike;: 

I interviewed with you in the spring of 1934, at the 
end of my middle year at Princeton concerning Home Mission work for the 
summer; nothing materialized and later I took work with Dr. Ver Straate 
at Saulte Ste. Marie in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan for that period. 

I have been out of Prbnceton for one year now, graduating in 1935. 
Under tha Church @xtension Boar of Detroit Presbytery I have been serving 
the church named above. 

Last February I married bhne of the daughters of the clerk of my session 
a brilliant Scotch Irish girl, 21 years old, a Presbyterian communicant of 
strong faith--most reasonable and devoted. She is a fine pianist as well as 
having three years nursing experience, with the best of physitians. # 

Sincerly, confidéndt&aly, she has the making of the finest minister's 
wife of any wbmen I have ever met exeept one, Nnna Klerskoper, the wife of 


‘ Rev. Frederick Klerskoper formerly of Skagway. fp lector 
Lft Vr Abyg's) AQ D ‘ 
ke, that/I abho@ the attitude 


I should like to inform you, Dr. Somern&i 
that serves a church with an eye on a bigger, batter one constantly. Churches 
are not meant to be but stepping stones for ambitious preachers. I am,at present, 
working here as though I were going to be here for the rest of my life. 


The situation at Grand-Dale Presbyterian Church is such that I am positive 
that a Different man than myself mbght do better work for Christe One: A narrow 
spirited fahily is doing all it can to defeat my work in gossip and lies. When 
I first came here in 1936 I observed a very eligible lady playing for the worship 
service. After about a month I asked the young lady, tactfully, if she were in 
any way affiliated; she said she was not, and had not been,for at least six 
monthse The field was then open for me Gnd I married the gal . The parents of 
her previous beau were not informed six months before of their separation and 
when I came on the seene, they thought I stole their boy’s girl; which was so 
far from God's truth - The young man begged me not to go sée the parents, be- 
cause he had grown to like me so much that he refused to have me insulted. 
Result: I have a reputation to live down that is bult on falsehood from stem to 
stern. Situation no. two: Upon my arrival at Grand-Dale, a pleasant little 
suburb of 600 Brotestat families with great possibilitées, thtrty percent of the 
congregation who favored the former pastor ,walked out and, for the most part, 
have not returned sincee That is the third cleavage in the history of the 
chuich in ten years. Situation noe thres: my wife grew up in the church and 
is just Doris to the people. This has its advantages but with people who must — 
leann respect to begin with, it is not a sholesome condition favorable to the 
spiritual leadership of the women by my wife. 

In spite of all this we have had a marvellous year. The Spirit of God 
somehow does not bother with our weaknesses, to make obeisance to them. Even 
though the church was more seriously disrupted by the third cleavage,we held our 
own and gained in many departments. 

Although until the last few weeks I have not thogght of ourselves going 
to Alaska, suddenly I felt I ought to go if the onening were still a fact. My 


wife is strong spiritually, phsica&aly, and has a brilliant clever mind. We are 
eager to go when we are called and are willing to stay at least the three years, 


g& 
possibly permanently» yay we hear from you immediately, . pevot in the Jor 
° 
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Rev. Stephen C. Crowell, 
9557 Winthrop Ave., 
Detroit, Wich. : 


Dear Mr. Growell: 


Mr. Klerekoper has written me recommending you as his 
successor for the Skagway field. I am very glad to give serious con- 
sideration to anyone whom Mr. Klerekoper recommends, and since we have 
not definitely committed ourselves to anyone else, I am writing to as- 
certain whether you would desire me to request the approval of the Na- 
tional Missions Comaittee of Alaska Presbytery to your appointment. 
This is a mere formality but it is one which I have always carefully » 
observed because it forestalls any possible criticiam of the Board's 
"overlordship" in the aduinistration of mission work, ae 


Kindly write me giving me a full statement concern~ 
ing your college and seminary training, and also a statement regarding 
the fields you have served since graduating from the seminary, The 
Alaska Presbytery insists that it will not approve the appointment of 
any missionary to an Alaska field, who uses tobacco or who plays cards. 
Since the Presbytery has passed a rule with reference to this matter, 

I am under obligation in recommending s missionary, to sey that he 
positively abstains from the use of tobeceo and does not indulge in 
card~playing or dancing. I shall be glad to pare 7 our vihercmcntnd: Sper 
you would quelify along these lines. : 


Mr. Klerekoper has probably told you ell about Skagway, 
and since he knows a great deal more about the local situation then I do, 
it would be futile for me to attempt to describe the field to you in this 
letter. The church pays $460 towerd the salary, and the Board peys $940. 
There is a very comfortable manse which is aveilable, free of rent. I think 
you would find it a very congenisl field and a very pleasant place to live. 
What Mr. Klerekoper has written me concerning your qualifications and the 
musical talents of Mrs. Crowell, has impressed me as insert aie both of you 
in an unusual way for success in this field. _ 


: We would piky your Ananieeitd ices expenses from Detroit 
to Skagway. Do you think it would be possible for you to Leave in time to 


take up the work at Skagway by August 15th? It will take three weeks or 
more to clear the details of your MypPoin cases with the anreeny verees Committee. 


Awaiting your reply, I am 
a dd tes 


Jus:BH si liven gi a Uae ian, \ y; 


_ Board of National Missioris 
of the Presbyterian Church f\the 
United States of America 
$2 ‘ 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 


July 
1936 


Rev. Joseph A. Vance, D.D., 
45 Edmund Place, 
Detroit, Mich. 


Dear Doctor Vance: 


I dislike to bother you during what I presume is your summer 
vacation period, but being anxious to have a word from you regarding Rev. S. C. 
Crowell, who has been serving the Grand-Dale Church in Detroit and who is a can— 
didate for our mission station at “kagway, Alaska, I find it necessary to seek 
your counsel. 


I met tir. Crowell when he was a student at Princeton, in com- 
pany with other students whom I am accustomed to meet from year to year. He 
impressed me very favorably but having committed himself to work in Michigan 
at that time, I could not secure him for one of our mission fields at the time 
of his graduation. He married the daughter of the clerk of his session, which 
as you can readily understand has created something of a problem for him as a 
young man in a church where I imagine there were other eligible young women who 
have felt disappointed; and it appears from a very frank statement that he has 
sent me that there is a young man who preceded him as suitor for the present 
Mrs. Crowell's hand, who feels some resentment because Mr. Crowell stepped in 
ahead of him. At any rate, he wants to go to Skagway, and Mr. Klerekoper, who 
is leaving Skagway to go to Pt. Barrow, being a classmate of Mr. Crowell's at 
Princeton end knowing him very well, recommends him very highly and tells me 
that his wife is e& very accomplished young woman with more than ordinary musi- 
cal training and with three years of experience as a registered nurse. 


From all that I can learn, both Mr. Crowell and his wife 
seem to possess the necessary qualifications for our Alaska work; but before 
offering them the Skagway station, I would like to have a word from you con- 
firming my own feeling that we have been providentially led in directing our 
thoughts to him as successor to Mr. Klerekoper in this important field. 


I hope that you will have a good vacation that will refresh 
you in mind and spirit for your Fall work, and that will also be helpful in 
completing the restoration of Mrs. Vance's health. 


With warm personal regards, I am 


ieee Ae : Faithfully yours, 
AV ty a feeee yrccet 4 (X. 
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July 
13th. 
1986 

Rev. Stephen C0. Crowell, 

14875 Lauder Ave., 

Detroit, Mich. 


Dear Ur. Crowell: 


I have just received a wire from Mr. Glasse, Chairmen of our Committee 
on National Missions in the Alaska Presbytery, approving your appointment in behalf of 
his Committee. I would suggest that you plan to enter upon your lebors in Skagway by 
the first Sunday of September, namely, September 6th. Im order to do so you will have 
to take the Canadian Pacific steamer leaving Vancouver, B.C., at 9 PMs, September 2nd. 
The name of the steamer is the "Princess Louise". You will take a steamer at Seattle 
at 9 A.M., September 2nd, arriving at Vancouver 5:55 the same evening. I presume you 
can go aboard the “Princess Louise" almost any time after you arrive. 


If you will let me know as soon as possible after the receipt of this 
letter, whether it will be convenient for you to sail on the ebove date, I will write 
to tir. Gene C, Gould, a member of our Zoard who resides in Seattle and who attends to 
all Alaska business matters for us, asking him te make reservations for you snd Mrs. 
Crowell on the steamer, We will also secure a pass for you from Chicago to Seattle so 
that it will only be necessary for you to pay the pullman fare for yourself, for which 
we will of course reimburse you. We will provide you with money in advance to pay the 
fare for Urs. Crowell and also for meals, etc., en route. 


You should plan to reach Seattle no later then September lst, in 
order to have an opportunity to meet Mr. Gould and possibly Mrs. Wingate, another member 
of our Board who resides in Seattle. Hr. Gould will then give you your steamship 
tickets. ! 


You will arrive in Skagway at 9:00 A.M. on September 6th, just in time 
to conduct the morning service in the Skagway church. I am sure that you will be accord- 
ed @ most cordiel reception and you will have to go immediately from the steamer to the 
ehurch so it would be well for you to be prepared for this service. 


As I indicated in ay previous letter, it will not be necessary for 
you to ship any manse furniture excepting personal articles and books. I presume that 
Fred Klerekoper told you all about the Curatebing of the manse. 


Now, if there is any further information you need; do not hesitate 
to write me and I shall endeavor to enlighten you to the best of my ebility. 


With prayers end best wishes that you ney be richly blessed in under- 
taking this ministry in Skagway, I am 


Faithfully yours, 


JMS:BH 


et AT ei « 


First Presbyterian Church 
Skagway, Alaska 


Rev. Stephen C. Crowell 
eS) October 20, 1936 


| Our Application For National Missions Aid will be im 
the hands of the Board as soon as we are Providentially able to hold 
our Trustee and Congregationall meetings. I think that will be this 
month, We have had floods which washed out our railroad, making it 


impossible for one of our Trustees to get home, 
© _ rs. Crowell and I left Detroit on the 21st of August for 
Seattle. On our way we left Mr. Ralph Hicks, an uncle who teaches at 
the Flandreau Indian’ School,, at Flandreau. I preached in their M.2. 
Church durigg our half-day sojourn. “The roads through South Dakota 
could not be described on this typwriter; they don't make characters 
to depict that language! The trip through the Black Hills down to’ 
Cheyenne, Wyo. was just gorgeous in scenery. We stopped at the Rush- 
more Memorial and saw some more gov't. chiselling on the faces of 
Washington and Jefferson: Wyoming has fine roads built throgh their 
wilderness and desert; it wes terrificatly hot and we were astound 
ed at the number of huge jack rabbits that lay dead in the road. Al-« 
most Sree of any size was in the wake of the celebration in 
connection & past or future rodeo; they go native over a rodeo. 
Upon reaching fhe Dalles, ore. we discovered the true beauty and enor 
mity of the Cofurbia River gorge; before that city the river is a |. 
disappointing créek winding carelessly throvgh a desert waste-land. ~ 
' In Seattle we met one of the grandest persons, lir. Gene C. Gould 
our Board Representative in Seattle. He had made all our arrangements 
© for sailing. We cared for our luggage, went Shopping, saw the town’ 
and took off for Vancouyvver, B.C. on Wednesday Sept. 2nd. The Prin- 
cess Kathleen is a luxurious steamer but it was a wee bit rough on our 
way to Victoria and that did not suit us. Leaving Vancouver on the 
princess Louise at ll-p.m. the world seemed to slipping away behind 
us. After a roll-and-toes crossing of Queer Charlotte's Sound Irs. 
Crouwell and I became good and seaesick, as we stayed for most of the 
trip remahning to Skagway. ~~ Termites i Es, ; 
‘ir. Rasmusson, the one elder-of the Skagway church was down at: 
7 a.m. to meet us on Sunday Bept. 6th. The rest of the town evideni- 
ly did not care whether a new minister came or not. You see they had 
peen without a minister practically all summer, the one time when — 
Skagway should have a minister there. A bdat or two of tourists is 
in port every surmer-Sunday and it is unspeakably poor judgment to 
not provide services for tourists. With or without good reason the 
congregation here at Skagway is sorely displeased with the slowness 
in which a minister was appointed to fill lir. Klerekoper's place. 
lir. Klerekoper undoubtedly gave his picture of the situation 
© at Skagway; if he portrayed the same view I am about to indicate, 
please forgive any repetitions. . | | 
The missionary society,which Mrs. Klerekoper started,has dis- 
solved. There is an Auxilary bociety and a Women's Club in town. Ths 
former Leans toward the church and has helped in church progects. Most 
of the members of the Auxilary are churfh members. Largely they are 
a choritable society with good intentions and philenthropic deeds, 
<) The Women's Club is a civic affair and is a Splendid organization. 
A’ noticeable lack of the fundamental spirit of Christian missions 
is found among the majority of members and church associates. 
Mrs. Crowell is taking steps to stimulate missionary interest before 
attempting to form another society that might collapse. The Auxilary 
should be the missionary society inasmuch as it is a church organ, 


aus 


_ Skagway Report October 20, 19356 wae wed 
With the young people we have began choir work, two Christian 
Endeavor Societies. Irs. Crewell and I are playing on the tow bask— 
etball ladies! and ments teams to win a an inside footing with the 
young people, Only a handful of youth over highschool age remain — 
mad tf the rest eithefare in coblege or have married and movéd to th 

ee | | : Cale ! Phebs ts: 

| Wth regards to the Christian Education there is only Sunday 
School at present; we plan to introduce) with the Christian Endeavor, 
a §.S. class for older young folks, to teach Christ and missionary 
methods in the Auxilary, and to continue the Daily Vacation Biblé 
School. The men are a problem; we feel hardly justif@ed in starting 
a Church organization for them. The Masons, the Elks, the Alpine — 
Club take a big part of theirtime. Boats are apt to come in at any 
time in the night demanding the labor of many of our people, — 

Skagway has 504 people according to the 1930 census. One- 

half or more are Catholics; that leaves the Protstatts a field of 
approximately 250 mén, women and children with whom to work, This: 
means all of the eligible folks in twwm come to this figure, Fif- 
teen would cover the number of natives in Skagway at pesentfnot in- 
cluding the few Catholic native children at the Catholic Mission). 

2 é The First Presbyterian Chmreh of Skagway needs outside help 
from the Board because there are not enoughtin town whom we could 
win and regiment to the support. Unless a windfall causes Skagway 
to gruw suddenly, as it did in '98,) the population of the town will 


only &@ certain proppE- 
tion of all who hear the Word shall believe. By His Spirit and 


prayer we believe all things holy are possible unto this Church. WE 


supporting church, because the LeWintferpapee ny are that it” sfiall 
Ais tha 


condition of the peoples! faith, in general, it has slid pack in a 


of the church. ‘The minister, in the past, has prepared the Lord's © 
Supper elements, done the jabtor work, made eut all reports except the 
financial, there are no deacons or deaconessess, one elder, forty- © 
eight members of the church. The people leave it all wp to the mine 
ister. This is fine until you begin to disturb theiréquilibrium. 

"Do not misunderstand these people;: they are far more intell- — 
igent and welll 668 financially than sziall town congregations in the 
states; they are for the most part members of some Christian’ church, : 
They are capable, they know better than to lapse, they are just spir- 
itually dead and too willing to have a minister take care of their 
religion for them so it won't bother them. I do not despair, I am 
not unduly impatient, I intend to meet the situation as Christ would 
meet it,to the best of my ability. “What youth can stand by and see 
the power and glad tidings of redemption and the abundant life of the 
Saviour wasted, misreprésented to the unvegenerate, blasphemed in 
carelessness and indifference? 

I have a blessed elder and his wife at work for me who are the 
joy and praise of our souls. ir. Rasmusson and hisw wife are retired 
missionaries to the natives in Alaska under the Swedish church. The 
young folks, although irresponsible as any youngsters, inspire hope 
for a new day in Skagway church, ~ | Be de 

Last month, on the 20th day, the good ship princeton came to 
Skagway to take me to Presbytery at Juneau. I left lirs. Crowell for 
the first time we have been apart since our marriage in February. At 
presbytery I learned the work of Alaska presbytery as pictured and 


- III. Skagway Report October 20, 1936 

outlined to Dr. John M. Somerndike who was mating an heroic effor 

grasp what he could of the Alaskan work in an unbelievably orepr 

He had planned more extensévely to see the fields but urgent business 
unexpectedly called him back to the States. I became a@guainted with 
three of the most wonderful exanples of Christ&s regenerating effect 
upon human beings, They are three of the native lay workers who are 
beloved of their people and most influential in the Christian work 
with them. 

Our work at Juneau was competed ‘at 1 a.m. Thursdajf and we 
went to bedtired ministers after three strenuous days of Presbyter- 
jal affairs. We don't get together ery oftén and when we do we must - 
caré of the business of all the churches for the year. The ship 
S.S. NMobthwestern was due in Juneau Saburday night follwing, bound 
for Haines and Skagway. It arrived the next Monday night and I got 
home on Wednesday. Think’ of it, you people who become imatient at 
waiting for’ a bus, subway, or street car for a few miniutes? Spender 
ed five days before I even boarded my boat, and didnt léave Juneau 
until midnight a fay later. It took me just seven days to return‘ 
from Presbytery 100 miles‘ to Skagway. Most of us drive that dis- 
tance in two hours and onewhalf in the States. A 
tifying, appealing and commanding by His Spirit to recognize tan and 
Love His Son, We are happy heme in our present lot and pray that 
we shall diligently give our best for Christ to these people in Skag- 

Way. 

Thank you, all you devoted men and women of the Pres- 
byterian Church who have contributed toward otr trip and sustanance 
in Alaska. Thank you, Secretaries, stenographers and clerks who 
have been instrumental in giving dispatch to the labor of the King 
in our Territory. 


Our next report shall not be so detailed in Length 7 
bat in concentrated local work and color. 


God give you joy and contentment in His sere 
vice. 


Devotedly, 


Nov. 
LOth | 
1936 


Rev. Stephen GC. Crowell, 
Skagway, Alaska 


‘Dear ur. Crowells 


I have been obliged to make a trip to 
the West and returning today I find your narrative report 
dated October 20th. It is a fine letter end if you will 
send me more letters like that it will help me greatly in 
Stirring up interest in our Alaske fields. You have 
helped me to understand the Skagway Situation very much — 
more clearly then I have understood it in the past, end 
realizing the limitations which restrict our work in = 
Skagway from becoming a8 large as we would like it to be, 
I assure you that we will make every allowance for the ~ 
fact that the work does not develop numerically as repid- 
ly ®s we would expect other fields to grow. Resliszing 


something of your consecrated spirit and of your intention to 
Give these people the very best that it is pessible for them 


to have as a stimulus to their spiritual life «nd purpose, 
I am confident that you and Mrs. Crowell are going to leave 
an impress upon the hearts and lives of this congregation 


that will give new effectiveness to your ministry emong them. 


With every good wish, I am 
Faithfully yours, 


JMS:BR 


